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BROWN, Albert Clifford                          
Private, 16123 
11th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
formerly 9th Battalion 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Saturday, 28th April 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Arras 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 22 years 
 
Registered as Albert Clifford Brown in the winter of 1895, Clifford was the first child 
of Albert Edward Brown and Emily, nee Claydon, who had married the previous year.  
Albert Edward had been born and brought up in Glemsford, Suffolk, the only son of 
William and Emma.  In 1891, at the age of 17, he was still living with his family and 
following in his father’s footsteps as a mat trimmer. His mother was a silk weaver.  
Emily was a Haverhill girl and the eldest child of John and Maria Claydon, both silk 
weavers, and living at 16 Union Square, just off Queen Street. 
 
By 1901, Albert and Emily were the parents of two sons and two daughters, all born 
in Haverhill.  They were living at 12 Croft Row, close to her parents with Albert still 
working as a mat trimmer and Emily, working at home as a hair weaver. 

 
In 1911, son Clifford, then 15, 
was a shop assistant, in the 
grocery department of the 
Co-operative Stores and was 
also a regular member of the 
West End Church Sunday 
School.  Sister Lily was no 
longer living at home but 
there had been four new 
arrivals making seven 
children living with Albert and 
Emily, who worked as before. 
 

Sunday School parade  
 

 
In October 1914, Clifford enlisted as Private No. 16123 in the Suffolk Regiment and 
was to see service in France by August 1915.  Ten months after arriving at the Front, 
Clifford was sent home, suffering from appendicitis.   
 
Following his recovery, he volunteered for service abroad again, and arrived back at 
the Front with the 11th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment in January 1917.  In February they 
set off towards Arras making preparations for the forthcoming offensive there, which 
began on 9th April.  At 4.27 a.m. on the 28th the 11th Suffolk’s attacked the chemical 
works north of Roeux.  They were soon held up, then driven back, by intense 
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machine-gun fire from a trench, which appeared to have been missed by the earlier 
barrage. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 2nd February 1918 reported: - 

 
The parents of Private Clifford A. Brown of the Suffolk Regiment, who reside 
at 12 Croft Row, Haverhill, have received intimation that no further news 
having been received of their son, who has been missing since 28th April last, 
the Army Council have been constrained to conclude that he is dead, and that 
his death took place on 28th April 1917, or since. 

 
With no known grave Clifford is remembered on the Arras Memorial. 
 

He is also remembered on 
the Memorial Plaque in the 
West End Congregational 
Church where a bronze 
tablet presented by the 
Haverhill & District Sunday 
School Union is also 
displayed. 

Arras Memorial photo courtesy of CWGC 
 

 
Clifford was awarded the 1915 Star, the Victory and British Medals.   
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At the unveiling of the War Memorial, a wreath was laid, inscribed:  
 
In loving memory of dear Cliff - from Mother, Father and Family, 12 Croft Row 
 

 


